
Summer Week 2
Phlegmatic

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Having an unemotional or calm disposition

Examples
His ability to be phlegmatic is clearly an asset.

It was a strangely phlegmatic response to what should 
have been good news
A most phlegmatic man, he pushed on despite difficulty

Synonyms for
this word

Impassive, stoical, apathetic, cold, reserved, unemotion



Repugnant

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Extremely distasteful or unacceptable

Examples
The act of cannibalism is simply repugnant.

I find your attitude towards these people quite 
repugnant.
From the chamber came the most repugnant smell.

Synonyms for
this word

Abhorrent, disgusting, loathesome, abominable, obscen
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Quintessential
Word Class Adjective
Meaning Being the most typical example or most important part o  

something.

Examples
1. Around the world, tea is considered the quintessentia  
British beverage.
2. St Ives is a quintessential sea side town.
3. School ties are the quintessential piece of any schoo  
uniform.

Synonyms for
this word

classic, exemplary, perfect, archetypical, archetypal, definitive, excellent, uniqu
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Gruelling
Word Class Adjective
Meaning extremely tiring and demanding

Examples
1. My revision plan was gruelling but the exam results made it  
worthwhile.
2. After the gruelling climb, the view is breathtaking.

3. The school holidays are always a welcome respite after a 
gruelling term.

Synonyms for 
this word

Arduous, punishing, exhausting, laborious. 
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Narcissistic

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Extremely self-centered with an exaggerated sense of self-

importance: marked by or characteristic of excessive 
admiration of or infatuation with oneself.

Examples
Narcissistic people have a hard time seeing another 
person's point of view. 

I found her to be narcissistic and self-absorbed.

I thik that he has narcissistic tendencies but he disagree  
Synonyms for Vain  self loving  egotistic  conceited

Challenge

Morphology – structure of words
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Diligence

Word Class Noun
Meaning Steady in application, industrious, attentive to duties

Examples
GCSE students show diligence in their revision planning 
to ensure future success.
Many checks were undertaken to show due diligence 
before buying a used car.
Diligence was shown by geography students whilst out  
their fieldwork.

Synonyms for
this word

vigour, intensity, attentiveness

Challenge

Morphology – structure of words
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Gregarious

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Liking to be with other people 

Examples
1. She joined a book club to meet people because she is

gregarious and enjoys talking with others.

2. His gregarious personality made him the perfect
host, ensuring everyone felt welcome at his gatherings.

3. The gregarious dolphins swam close to the tour boat,
much to the delight of the passengers eager for interaction

Synonyms for
this word

Social        Affable        Friendly       Extroverted        O utgoing      

Challenge:

Can you think of three 
more synonyms for 
the WOW word

Morphology – structure of words
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Agog

Word Class Adjective
Meaning Excited and very interested to find out something 

Examples
1. The entire town was agog with anticipation for the annual 
fireworks display.

2. The pupils were agog with enthusiasm as they 
prepared for their first school day.
3. The employees were agog with anticipation for the 
announcement of the company's new CEO.

Synonyms for
this word

Excited            Keen           Avid             Impatient          Eaga

Challenge:

Think of a sentence 
linked to your 
favourite subject 
using the WOW word.

Morphology – structure of words
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