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Issue No. 9      12th June 2023 

Message from the 
Headteacher 

 

Diary Dates 
W/B 12th June - 23rd June 

20th June EAL Trip (London) 

21st June Redbridge District Athletics - 
Years 9 & 10  

22nd June Rugby Trip 

23rd June INSET Day 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Well, the PE department and our pupils have been super 
busy winning various competitions and smashing the 
borough athletics event. There is some news inside but 
full details will be provided in the Heron Homelink. Great 
qualities shown, as always, by our young people in these 
sporting competitions. 

Year 10 and Year 12 have started their exams very 
sensibly and calmly and we wish them luck as they have 
the opportunity to practise GCSE and A Level assess-
ments. 

Mrs Martin has been running assemblies all last week on 
community behaviour and we reiterate our desire for all 
pupils to show the highest standards of respect for their 
environment and community. We look forward to hearing 
positive reports from local businesses etc. 

We look forward to welcoming pupils in Year 6 later in 
the term and a number of Year 7 pupils will be helping 
with the transition day on 5th July—it is hard to believe 
that the once new and shy Year 7s are now nearly at the 
end of their first year. 

Our new staff induction day is also that week and we will 
update you then about starters and leavers. We are now 
fully staffed for 2022-23 with the exception of Computer 
Science. A reminder that if anyone is considering a career 
change or knows someone who might be considering a 

career in an amazing school and appropriate 
qualifications in this area, please do let me know as soon 
as possible.  

I hope you continue to enjoy the weather and stay safe 
and well. 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 

         

1  12th  

June Pride Month LGBTQ+ Group  

2 19th 

June Refugee Week  

School Assemblies 
W/B: 12th June - 23rd June 
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Please read the additional important 
information in my message on p.2  
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Message from Headteacher - Miss Hillman 

Hot weather 

Pupils are responding very sensibly to the temporary 
uniform changes. We are focusing on ensuring high 
standards, especially around shirts tucked in and skirts 
unrolled. Please support this at home so we are all giving 
the same messages. It is great to see a number of boys in 
smart shorts. 

Uniform 

As previously explained, we are unable to untangle the 
current school uniform contract with Carolina’s and 
orders had already been made at the start of the year. 
We will however be following the DfE guidance at the 
start of the year which will mean there will be greater 
choice in purchasing uniform in the future. However,  a 
reminder that in the meantime, we have removed the 
necessity for a heron on the jumper and also the need 
for specialist PE bottoms. We will also share any 
proposed changes to the uniform policy when we launch 
the Behaviour Policy, but this will not affect the bigger 
items you buy this year.  

Tutors 

We will be making some changes to tutors next year as 
there appears to be little rhyme and reason for the 
current allocation and we are planning to reorganise the 
location of year groups. I appreciate some pupils may 
struggle with change, but we need to ensure there are 
robust decisions behind the future tutors and tutor 
groups, and as there are a number of new staff this 
seems like a good time to do this. We then hope to keep 
that tutor with the form group until your child leaves the 
school, which should result in a more consistent 
experience for all. We will give you as much notice as 
possible and inform you when we update you with new 
staff and leavers. 

Eid 

Please ensure that you inform the school as soon as you 
are able about which day your child will be celebrating 
Eid if this is the case. We are aware that this will affect 
assessments and will build in any opportunities to retake 
these papers when pupils return.  

Reports and Assessment 

As you know we are in the middle of a soft assessment 
launch and we welcome feedback from parents and 
pupils when we put our survey out later in the term. The 
assessment calendar for 2023-24  will be published well 
in advance so everyone is clear about key assessment 
points. 

You will receive a school report before the end of term 

and, as you also know, we will be changing the format of 
these next year to try and make them easier for you to 
see how your child is progressing. In previous years, in 
the summer term, reports have contained a short 
paragraph about your child written by the tutor, 
normally cut and pasted from a series of comments. This 
will not be included moving forward. This is a genuine 
workload issue and has been phased out previously by 
most schools. 

We will also be asking for feedback on Parent Evenings in 
the parent survey before making a final decision about 
next year and how they are run and organised. 

32.5 Hour School Week 

All schools in the country must ensure that pupils are in 
school for 32.5 hours per week. At present, our pupils 
are in for 31.6 hours. We are currently consulting with 
staff and will then share the proposals with you for 
feedback. The likely outcome will mean 10 minutes 
added to the end of the school day meaning the school 
will finish at 3.10pm. 

Website 

We have now chosen a website provider and will be 
working on our new website which should be up and 
running by the end of September. Not only will this look 
much better, but we will ensure the content is all 
reviewed ensuring you have clear and up-to-date 
information at your fingertips. 

Coronation Competition 

The winner of the creative competition is Jude Year 8. 
This is a thought-provoking and innovative piece of work 
that shows Jude’s immense skill. He explained that the 
piece is there to raise questions about the cost of the 
coronation and fits the brief of us asking pupils what the 
coronation meant to them. The runners up are Giada 
and Lillian in Year 8. All the pictures are published on 
page 4 and will be displayed in reception. Jude will win a 
voucher for his submission. 

Macmillan 

Due to your generosity for the last non-uniform day, we 
raised over £3000 for Macmillan. Thank you—much 
appreciated. 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Well done to all Year 9 pupils who managed to complete 
their training walk in the heat last weekend. Very 
impressive! And thanks to Mr Nazir for accompanying 
them! 
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Ms C Gordon, who has joined the 
English department to cover a 
maternity leave. 

Ms Gordon is a passionate 
educator who believes that every 
child has the right to an excellent 
education that is delivered within a 
harmonious environment.  

Ms Gordon  has taught in three 
different countries and strongly 
believes that high quality first 
teaching has the power to 
transform lives. 

Welcome  

  A warm welcome to: 

Staff Update 

Pupil 
Lockers 

If you have booked and paid for a 
locker for your child they should now 
be making full use of it. So far, the 
introduction of these has been very 
successful and pupils have been very 
grateful.  

We still have lockers available. Please 
see below how to book. 

If you have any questions please 
contact 
Sarah Williams on 
s.williams@wansteadhigh.co.uk 

Ms S Wright, who joined the Dance department on 5th June, whilst Ms R Grace is on maternity leave. 

Ms Wright is passionate about Dance and has taught in Redbridge since 2016, and recently in an 
Academy teaching Dance and Drama.  

Ms Wright has worked across the UK with various youth schemes to support and encourage young 
people using Dance and is really look forward to working at Wanstead, especially the extra-curricular 
sessions with the amazing competition teams! 

Ms M Wade, who has joined as a 
Midday Assistant.  

Ms Wade is a qualified fitness 
instructor and enjoys exercising 
and baking in her spare time. She 
also enjoys spending time with her 
grandchildren and describes 
herself as a ‘team player’.  

Ms Wade is looking forward to 
joining and being part of the team 
at Wanstead High School. 

mailto:s.williams@wansteadhigh.co.uk
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Coronation Competition Winners 

 

Winner: Jude  - Year 8 

Runners up: Lillian and Giada - Year 8 

 

 

Giada  

Lillian  
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Sixth Form Prom 

Prom tickets are now available to purchase on ParentPay. If 
your child would like to attend on Friday 7th July at the 
King's Oak Hotel, then please ensure this payment is made 
as soon as possible. Thank you.  

Year 11 Leavers’ Prom 
 

This year’s Leavers’ Prom will be held on Thursday 6th July, 
7.30pm to 11.00pm at the Prince Regent Hotel, Chigwell, 
IG8 8AE.  

The Prom is an evening event where pupils can celebrate 
their time together after finishing their GCSE exams. It is a 
wonderful occasion which will allow pupils to create 
memories for them to cherish forever. 

The cost of the Prom ticket is £35. This includes entry and 
security at the venue, hot and cold buffet, drinks, formal 
photographs and the DJ. Tickets are available on ParentPay.  

If you require support for the cost of the ticket, please 
complete this Google Form:  
https://forms.gle/9oCcyKfVdorKvpNP6  

It will be the responsibility of parents and carers to organise 
travel arrangements to and from the venue. Staff will also be 
leaving the venue at 11.15pm so please make sure pupils are 
collected by this time. 

The Prom has been a very successful event in the past for 
previous Wanstead High Year 11s and we would like the 
same for this cohort. 

Therefore, it’s important for pupils who will attend the Prom 
to follow and adhere to the rules and conditions set out in 
the letter sent to them on Thursday 23rd March. Attendance 
relies on this. 

Upcoming Events 

Other News & Events 

Year 7/8 Girls 
Football Team are 

now in the 
semi-final 

Another huge congratulations to the 
Year 7/8 Girls Football team who won 
their quarter final match 4-2. The 
team are now in the top 4 schools in 
England and will play their semi-final 
match this week. We wish the team 
the best of luck!  

Message to Year 8 & 10 
Dear Year 8 & 10 Parents/Carers and Pupils  

End of year trip reminder:  

Please be reminded to secure your child’s place for the end 
of year trip to Adventure Island. Please read through the 
letter previously sent home and complete the google form/
ParentPay link.  

Ms White & Mr Tinker 

https://forms.gle/9oCcyKfVdorKvpNP6
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Sports News & Upcoming PE Fixtures 

Week 1 beginning Monday 12th June  

Monday 12th June: Potential Girls Football Semi-final but awaiting availability of the pitch TBC  

Tuesday 13th June – Year 7 & 8 Indoor Cricket V Seven Kings (home fixture in the Sports Hall) 

Thursday 15th June – Year 9 & 20 Indoor Cricket v King Solomon (home fixture in the Sports Hall) 

Week 2 beginning Monday 19th June 2023 

Tuesday 20th June – Year 8 & 9 Cricket v Loxford 

Wednesday 21st June – Year 9 & 10 District Athletics at Ashtons Athletics Track 

 

PE kit reminder  
 

Please can you ensure your child has the correct Wanstead High PE kit 
for all of their lessons, this includes the following:  

• Wanstead High top  
• Black shorts/black leggings/black track suit trousers  
• Socks (No tights to be worn for PE)  
• Trainers  
• Hair bobble  

Thank you, PE Department  

Wanstead High School 
Cricket Club 

In the summer term, the school and Wanstead Cricket Club 
will be working together to provide extra-curricular 
opportunities after school from 3.00-4.30pm. These sessions 
will take place every Wednesday starting on Wednesday 7th 
June. The Cricket Club have kindly allowed us access to the 
nets and the outfield to allow pupils to develop their skills. 
This opportunity is open to all pupils in the school and is not 
based on previous 
experience or ability.  

At all times pupils will be supervised by members of Wanstead 
High School staff.  

If pupils are using the nets, full protective equipment is 
required and at all times these sessions will be supervised by 
staff. 

 

 

 

Pupils will meet PE staff in the changing rooms, and they will 
then walk to the Cricket Club with members of staff. 

The dates for the after school sessions are as follows 
at Overton Drive, London E11 2LW: 
 
14/06/23 
21/06/23 
28/06/23 
05/07/23 
12/07/23 
19/07/23 

If you would like your child to attend please complete the 
Google Form - https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1mWyVNZuSmuUkiprP2lOhNnIA914CcOfW6cb-KnBehh0/
edit  

if you have any questions please contact  Mr Adams via email - 
m.adams@wansteadhigh.co.uk 

PE Fixtures 

Celebrating Sporting/Physical 
Activity Achievements outside of 

school 
As a department we are aware that pupils are competing and 
taking part in a wide range of sporting and physical activities 
outside of school.  

This could be before school, after school and at weekends and 
we encourage this as being an active key role for a healthy 
lifestyle.  

In the local area there are a number of excellent sports clubs/
teams that provide competitive opportunities for pupils to 
showcase their talents and it would be good to be made 
aware of these.  

If we are made aware, we can then celebrate these within the 
department, year groups and the whole school. 

Please complete the form below if you would like to provide 
information on any achievements either competitive or non-
competitive that we can celebrate within the department and 
across the school - https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_6hK-
cnZuvC3d2_6AgGctazcfbGcIghXidQOGSdtxJs/edit 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mWyVNZuSmuUkiprP2lOhNnIA914CcOfW6cb-KnBehh0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mWyVNZuSmuUkiprP2lOhNnIA914CcOfW6cb-KnBehh0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1mWyVNZuSmuUkiprP2lOhNnIA914CcOfW6cb-KnBehh0/edit
mailto:m.adams@wansteadhigh.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_6hK-cnZuvC3d2_6AgGctazcfbGcIghXidQOGSdtxJs/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_6hK-cnZuvC3d2_6AgGctazcfbGcIghXidQOGSdtxJs/edit
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Other News & Events  

What amazing achievement! 

Well done to our amazing Year 7 & 8 pupils who represented 

Wanstead at the Redbridge District Athletics event on Tuesday 
6th June. Full details of all event winners to follow in the next 
Heron Homelink.  

Hardworking Year 8 Historians 
Our Wanstead Year 8 pupils have been working extremely 
hard to revise for their debate on how far the Civil Rights 

movement in the USA achieved change by the 1960s.   
Jemima from Ms McLaughlin’s class created this amazing revi-
sion tool that she then used to help her team win the debate!  

Well done to her and all of our hardworking young historians! 
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Other News & Events  

Copper Box Trip 

Year 7 and 8 loved the trip to the Copper Box to support our 
local netball team, London Pulse.  

Year 12 Pupils Visit UEL Fair 
Our Year 12 pupils attended the UCAS discovery at the UEL 
fair recently and had the opportunity to meet and chat with 
100 universities and apprenticeship providers.  

Staff Guidance for Safeguarding 
Training 

Thank you for sending your children back slightly last week 
so we could ensure staff had important safeguarding training 
covering sexual harassment and child on child abuse. I hope 
they appreciated the lie-in as much as staff appreciated the 
guidance and reminders from Ms Martin.  

Maths Revision Session 

Maths early morning revision session that took place on 
Wednesday 7th June. 
What a turn out! Hope the Maths paper was all you dreamed 
about….another hurdle complete! 
Well done Year 11.  



Page 9 

 

 

Other News & Events  

Residential trip to Spain  

Day 1: A flamenco lesson ¡Y Olé! Followed by a lovely sunset 
in Fuengirola!  

Day 2: We walked nearly 20K in Málaga! pupils loved the 
Alcazaba and Gibralfaro Castle.  

Day 3: We saw the impressive views of Granada from “Torre 
de la Vela” in the Alhambra Palace.  

Day 4: We said “Adiós España” in Plaza del Ayuntamiento in 
Fuengirola.  

Residential trip to Paris  

Recently our pupils enjoyed visiting Le Stade de France, le 
Musée Louvre et Disneyland during our residential trip in May. 
More to follow in the Heron Homelink  
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Exam Information for GCSE & A Level 

Exam Dates & Times/Revision Dates 
More information is available on the school website https://www.wansteadhigh.co.uk/Exams/Exams/ 

 

Date  Start Length Component Code Component Title Level Board 

https://www.wansteadhigh.co.uk/Exams/Exams/
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Revision & Interventions 

English Department – Year 10 mock exam revision  

The two texts pupils need to revise for the mock exam are 
Macbeth and A Christmas Carol. Macbeth revision should 
focus on the central characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 
and the themes to be revised are: power, the consequences 
of unchecked ambition and guilt. A Christmas Carol revision 
should focus on: the character of Scrooge, the Cratchits, Jacob 
Marley and the importance of the Ghosts. The themes to be 

revised are: poverty, social inequality, social responsibility and 
change. It is a closed book paper, which means the pupils will 
not have the text with them in the mock.  

All pupils are expected to re-read both Macbeth and A Christ-
mas Carol in full so that they are confident with plot, charac-
ters, context and key events. It is crucial that your child has a 
strong understanding of the texts to perform well in the up-
coming mock exams.  Additionally, we kindly request that you 
ensure your child has memorised a wide range of quotations 
from both Macbeth and A Christmas Carol. Class teachers will 
be working closely with pupils to provide strategies to help 
them effectively memorise these quotations.  We would also 
like to clarify that all pupils should already have their own 
copy of the texts. If, for any reason, your child does not have a 
copy, they can visit room 5 and collect a copy from Ms Khan.  

Thank you for your support.  

Year 10 English Exam Revision 
Resources  

Google Class: 7ytjt72 
All year 10 pupils have access to the Google Classroom 
mentioned above, which contains valuable resources for their 
English Literature revision. The resources include knowledge 

organisers, sample questions, sample answers and video links. 
These materials are designed to help pupils deepen their 
understanding of the texts and the video links will provide 
valuable perspectives and insights to support analysis.  

Your child’s English teacher will provide guidance on how to 
make the best use of these resources.  

Tuesday After school Intervention  
Every Tuesday (week 2) after school, intervention sessions 
have been taking place and will continue to do so for pupils 
who have been identified as needing additional support to 
achieve their target grades. English teachers will remind their 
own pupils to attend these sessions. 

These sessions take place in small groups in the English 
classrooms. 

 

Tutor Time Intervention 
A group of pupils have been invited to targeted tutor time 
intervention with the Head of English, Ms Malik. These 
interventions will continue to take place Monday-Thursday 
during morning registration until the English exams begin. 
Letters have been sent home informing you if your child has 
been chosen for this intervention. Please encourage your child 
to attend these sessions.  

If they have been chosen, this will support their progress in 
English.  
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Sports News - Summer Enrichment 

MONDAYS 

(3pm - 4pm) 

TUESDAYS 

(3pm - 4pm) 

WEDNESDAYS  
(3pm - 4pm) 

Netball  
Ms Hayes 

 
Athletics  

Ms Feeney 
Mr Tinker  

Mr Holdbrook 
Ms White 

Rounders  
Ms Feeney 
Ms Hayes  

Cricket @ Wanstead  
cricket club - please 

sign up using QR code  
 

Mr Adams 
Mr Holdbrook 

   

WHS PE  
Summer Enrichment 
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Sports News 
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Autumn Term 2023-24   

Period  Monday 4th September 2023 to Wednesday 20th December 2023  

INSET 1 

INSET 2  

Monday 4th September 
Tuesday 5th September  

Half term break – Monday 23rd October 2023 to Friday 27th October 2023  

INSET 3  Friday 24th November  

Spring Term 2023-24  

Period  Thursday 4th January 2024 to Thursday 28th March 2024  

Half term break – Monday 19th February 2024 – Friday 23rd February 2024  

Summer Term 2023-24  

Period  Monday 15th April 2024 to Friday 19th July 2024  

Half term break – Monday 27th May 2024 to Friday 31st May 2024 
Last Day of Summer Term Friday 19th July  

Term Dates and INSETs 2023-24  
Planning Ahead! 

The following dates are now confirmed for 2023-24 and will be published 
on the school website: 
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PARENTS: What can I do at home with my teen? 
Find time to talk, just the two of you – ‘Check in’ with 
them while you’re doing things together, so they get 
used to talking about their feelings. 
Do a fun activity together – this helps them to be 
curious, learn new things, solve problems and express 
feelings without words. 
Be a role model – Show how you cope with difficult 
feelings and look after yourself. 
Does my young person need mental health support? 
It’s normal to feel angry, sad, worried or stressed 
sometimes. 
However, if they’re struggling to cope with those 
feelings, they might need support. 
Look out for: 
Sudden changes in behaviour 

Negative thoughts and low self-esteem 
Arguing and fighting 
Sleep problems 
Avoiding school or staying with you all the time 
Aches and pains 
*Remember – everyone is different and these signs 
might not have anything to do with a mental health 
problem. 
Try talking to them first. If you’re worried get help! 
Some great places to start online are:  
NHS 
Young Minds 
MindEd 
Place2Be’s blog 
Ms V Vashisht - School Counsellor 

Looking After Your Child’s Mental Health 

Anti-knife crime charity, The Ben Kinsella Trust has 
launched a FREE online course for ALL parents and car-
ers.  

Exploitation, Gangs and Knife Crime Aware-
ness sessions are a two-part course delivered over two 
evening sessions (June 20th and 27th 7 - 9pm) 

These sessions are delivered by an ex- Police Officer and 
come highly recommended. 

Please share with your network, any parents and carers, 
schools or youth provisions. These are a valuable re-
source and signposting tool in preventing serious youth 
violence and exploitation. Colleagues and staff are also 
welcome to book on. 

The link to secure your space is here - https://
benkinsella.org.uk/parents-carers-workshops/ 

Exploitation, Gangs & Knife Crime Awareness   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/talking-to-children-about-feelings/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/
https://mindedforfamilies.org.uk/young-people
https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/
https://benkinsella.org.uk/parents-carers-workshops/
https://benkinsella.org.uk/parents-carers-workshops/
https://benkinsella.org.uk/parents-carers-workshops/
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The Drama department is offering pupils to complete the 
LAMDA qualification. Depending on uptake weekly sessions 
will cost approximate £8 each, financial support can be 
offered for those eligible for free school meals. 

If interested please contact 
hello@louderdrama.com with the subject “LAMDA Tuition 
@WHS” 

mailto:hello@louderdrama.com
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