
A-Level Politics Learning Journey 
Name & Form: 

FINAL 

EXAMS

Teacher 1

Teacher 2

AO1: 33% 
Knowledge and 
Understanding
Describe, support, identify, 
evidence, explain

AO2: 33%
Analysis
Connect, link, compare, contrast

AO3: 33%
Evaluation
Judge, weigh, assess, prioritise

YEAR 

12

T
e
rm

1

6 Week 

Review 

Assessment

Oct 1/2 Term 

UK Democracy and Participation

Representative and direct democracy

Suffrage and rights

Pressure groups: methods and influence

2 UK Political Parties

Functions, features and debates around funding of UK political 

parties Principles, tensions and factions within, and recent 

policies of the Conservatives, Labour, Lib Dems and SNP
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b
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m
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T
e
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2

3 Elections

3.1 Electoral systems used in 

the UK: features, effects, 

advantages and disadvantages 

of FPTP/AV

3 Elections

3.2 Electoral systems used in the UK: 

features, effects, advantages and 

disadvantages of proportional systems

3 Elections

3.3 Evaluation of 

impact on parties 

and voters

4 Voting behaviour

4.1 Factors affecting voting behaviour

Case studies of three UK general 

elections since 1979

4 Voting Behaviour

4.2 Importance of 

the media and 

opinion polls

T
e
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3

Core Political Ideas: Conservatism 

core ideas and principles: differing views and 

tensions: conservative thinkers and their ideas

Core Political Ideas: Socialism 

core ideas and principles: differing views and 

tensions: socialist thinkers and their ideas

M
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Year 12 Exams

YEAR 

13

T
e
rm

1

UCAS  Tests

Mock Exams

3 US Constitution 

and Federalism

Nature and features 

of the constitution. 

Characteristics of 

federalism. 

Interpretations and 

debates

Comparison of 

US and UK 

constitutions 

T
e
rm

2

Oct 

1/2 

Term

5 Democracy and Participation 

Elections in the USA: presidential and congressional 

elections; debates around campaign finance 

Comparison of US and 

UK parties and pressure 

groups

2 Congress

Structure of Congress; distribution of powers

Legislative, representative and oversight functions; 

interpretations and debates

Comparison of 

US and UK 

Parliament 

and Congress

3 The Presidency

Formal and informal sources of power; relationships with 

Congress and the Supreme Court; limitations on powers; 

interpretations and debates

Feb
 ½

 te
rm

3 The Supreme Court and Civil Rights

Nature and role of the SC; appointments; impact on public 

policy; protection of rights; 

Race and rights in politics in the USA; interpretations and 

debates

Comparison of 

US and UK 

executive 

branches

Comparison of the 

Supreme Courts and 

rights in the US and 

UK

T
e
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3REVISION

Paper 1 UK/ Core Ideologies

Paper 2 UK/ Nationalism

Paper 3: US/Comparative

Non-Core Political Ideas: Nationalism

core ideas and principles: differing views and 

tensions: nationalist thinkers and their ideas

2 UK Parliament

Role and structure; comparative powers of 

the Commons and Lords; legislative process;  

interaction with the executive

3  Prime Minister and Executive

Role, structure and powers of the executive; 

ministerial responsibility; PM and cabinet; case 

studies of PM power and influence 

3 Relationships between branches

Supreme Court and its influence on the executive; 

aims, role and impact of the EU on policy making

Core Political Ideas: Liberalism 

core ideas and principles: differing views and 

tensions: liberal thinkers and their ideas

1 The UK Constitution

Nature and sources of; changes since 1997; role 

and power of devolved bodies, and impact of; 

debates on further reform 3 Interest groups in 
the USA: methods,
influence and 
debates

KEY 
SKILLS

Feb
 ½

 Te
rm

5 Democracy and Participation 

Parties in the US: ideas and policies, 

distribution of power and significance of 

the Republicans and Democrats


